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The Deceptive Gender Divide in Math and Sciences 
Scott Hofrichter, Charles Grawcock, Anglaique Smith 
Hedayeh Samavati 
Economics 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne 
Based on comments issued by Harvard University President Larry Summers, a large 
debate has been provoked regarding women in the fields of math and science. 
Historically, women have been represented by smaller numbers in scientific 
disciplines. The common stereotype about women in mathematics and science is 
rather unflattering. The general myth claims that women are biologically unable to 
excel in "masculine" fields such as engineering, mathematics, and the sciences. 
However, further research would indicate that these archaic ideals do not agree wi~h 
recent statistical developments. 
The goal of our study is to test whether the observed differences between 
participation and representation of men and women in these fields are due to sex or 
gender differences. That is, the purpose of this paper is to examine biological vs. 
cultural and social explanations of observed differences. There is a significant 
difference in terms of consequences for policy makers if the evidence favors one 
explanation or the other. 
